ETHICAL ISSUES IN GENETICS HYPOTHETICAL
Some people carry rare dangerous genetic disorders that they may not show because the characteristic is a recessive one. But it means that they may potentially produce children that exhibit the problem if their partner is also carrying the recessive gene for the characteristic.

1. Tonight your mother tells you that your family has a history of carrying a rare characteristic and that this genetic disorder had over the generations caused babies to be born with a severe deformities.  Would you want to be tested to see if you were a carrier of the feature?

YES  or  NO


Explain your decision

You were tested genetically and were found to unfortunately be a carrier of this rare dangerous recessive characteristic. Now the chances of you producing a child with this disorder is low. Only a 1:500 chance of  producing a baby with the disorder if you and your partner carry the feature.
2. You are now 25 years old and have begun a serious relationship where potential marriage and a lots of children are keenly discussed. Do you tell your partner up front about your genetic disorder?
YES  or NO


Explain your decision

Before you can discuss the problem you/your partner unexpectantly falls pregnant and is very keen to have the baby.
3. Do you now tell your partner or wait and see if the doctors identify that the baby has the problem or not, as it is a very rare disorder?

Explain your decision
Alternative 1: Bad news. The unborn baby has the terrible disorder.
4. Do you go ahead with the pregnancy, though the baby will have severe deformities or decide to have the baby aborted?

Explain your decision
Alternative 2: Good news, the unborn baby is fine and the pregnancy is going well.
5. Do you now tell your partner the news of your disorder?

Explain your decision
You tell your partner the news and they are OK with it because you have had one beautiful baby together and more are possible. But your partner is genetically tested and is found to unfortunately be carrying the same rare genetic disorder. 

6. Now that you both know the chances do you? 


A. Decide to have no more children. 


B. Adopt children. 


C. To have every pregnancy screened for the disorder and terminate the pregnancy if necessary.


D. Do you accept to let nature decide and keep all children produced? 
Explain your answer
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