Prime minister dilemma story
PART 1
It is in the Year 2050. The major cities throughout Australia are highly populated, with little houses, mostly high rise building apartments. The once peaceful lifestyles enjoyed by many are long gone. Luckily for you, being the Prime Minister of Australia, you are able to live in the Lodge, surrounded by beautiful views and nature – a luxury enjoyed by few.
The Australian Government has a $500 billion grant spanning 5 years, open to application for different organisations. The aim of this grant is to provide the winning organisation with the financial resources to make a difference to the human race. The $500 billion grant is subject to renewal each year based on evidence of achievement in the project. There will be 7 panel members involving in the selection of the winning organisation, and you being the PM, will of course be one of the panel members.
Put your thinking cap on and decide which types of organisations should apply. You can make up your own organisation based on your values.  

Many organisations apply and there are 2 finalists:

1. Planet Xplorer – finding the unknown in space. What’s out there? Are there any living beings out there? Any sustainable place for the overcrowding human population in Australia? 
2. AUSworld– providing aid to third world countries, solving problems such as spreading of AIDS, unclean water, safe waste disposal etc. 

PART 2:
You are one of the 7 panel members that will hand down the decision as to which organisation will receive the grant. At the moment, 3 panel members support space exploration, while the other 3 members supported the third world countries help centre. You are now left with the power to decide which the winning organisation is.

Which organisation will you vote? Explain and justify your decision to the rest of the panel member.
PART 3
As it turned out, space exploration won the $500 billion grant as one of the panel member changed his mind and four out of the seven panel members voted for space exploration. In the first year the space company – discovered a planet not too far from Earth that has the same living environment. This would mean that humans would be able to move to this new planet and start afresh. However the catch is that only half of the Australian population would be able to move to this new planet. Reason being that the size of this new planet is only one tenth of the size of the Earth. The researchers are confident that within the next 2 years, they would be able to start transporting people to the new planet. You are very excited by the prospect of this news.
Unfortunately due to climate change, Australia was hit by a series of natural disasters such as heat waves, tsunami, storms and bush fires during the year. Many Australians are badly scarred by this experience and needed medical attention and counselling due to the loss of family members. The country is in such a bad shape that rebuilding the major cities is going to take a long long time (approximately 10 years)
Now the time for renewal of the government grant is up. What are you going to do? Are you going to renew the space exploration project? They have already found a suitable planet and it is not long that the possibility of moving to a brand new planet becomes a reality. New buildings, low density housing, a more peaceful place to live in.

Or are you going to stop the project to use the funds to help the Australian people who are suffering from the outcome of the natural disasters and help rebuild the cities? After all you are the PM and what are you going to do? Explain and justify your decision to the rest of the panel member. Do up a pro and cons table to help you make your decision.
OPTIONAL:
An unexpected twist. The rest of the Australian government decided that all Australian should be allowed to have a say in this important decision as it will impact on them. This decision should not lie in the hands of those 7 panel members. You suddenly feel a sense of relief.
When this news was made public, there was a mixed reaction from the Australian people. People from wealthy and power-position background wanted to vote for the renewal of the space exploration project as they see there is no point in rebuilding Australia when people can move into a new planet within 2 years.

On the other hand, people from disaster-stricken background do not support the space exploration project, saying that what’s the point of the project continuing if only half of the Australian population are going to be living there? What is going to happen to the other half? Are they expected to live in ruins and left to fend for themselves?

Meanwhile, the United Nations are not providing any monetary aid to Australia after learning about its $500 billion grant. The United Nation reckons that if Australia has that amount of money, it would be able to help itself.

What are you going to do now? The Australian people would like an answer from you in one week. What is your plan of action? You will need to justify your decisions and action to the Australian people.
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