Title: Rocket Dilemma
This story is about a scientist who, as a young boy, dreams to build a rocket that will fly to the moon. As a child, he and his friends experiment at building a rocket in the backyard and the local woods. As a young man at university, he meets his teacher and mentor from whom he learns a great deal. 


· Interruption 1-Dilemma 1: 
The new position as a research team-leader plus the funding from the government will ensure the realisation of Herbert´s and Andreas´ dream. Finally they could have the opportunity to build a rocket which can fly to the moon. Their dream might finally become true. Herbert and Andreas must reach a decision. 
·   Imagine you are Herbert – would you accept the government´s generous offer despite what the rumours say about prison-camps and gas-chambers? 
·   Explain your answer

· Interruption 2-Dilemma 2: 
Herbert is torn between his conscience, which tells him not to build rockets suitable for war-purposes, and his fear he might not be able to fulfil his dream. Andreas and Herbert realise that they are no longer free men. They have the choice between continuing the project and leaving the country. 
· Imagine you were Herbert, how would you decide? 
· Would you give up your dream? 
· Explain your answer! 

· 
Interruption 3-Dilemma 3: 
Think of Herbert, his dream and the price paid for it to be made a reality. Many scientists 
have “great dreams” including a “super-human race”, “weapons more dangerous than anything the world has ever seen before” etcetera, etcetera…

· How far should science be allowed to go? 

· Is it acceptable under certain circumstances that some (in Herbert´s case the prisoners) are being sacrificed for the “common good”?

· Explain your answers!



“Mother will I fly to the moon one day?” asks the little boy. His mother has just finished reading his favourite story about two children who fly to the moon. His mother smiles at him, runs her hand through his curly hair and says, “I don´t think so, Herbert! Humans have not yet built these-what are they called here?-‘rockets’, that fly to the moon and I don’t think they ever will!” 


“When I grow up, I will build a rocket which can fly to the moon.” 


“Yes, my love, but now it´s time to sleep. I will leave the light on for you…..” Herbert´s mother kisses his cheek and leaves the room. Herbert looking at the picture in the book showing the little children entering this “rocket”, saying to himself, “I will build a rocket one day….”





As Herbert grows older he collects everything remotely to do with rockets. Books, pictures, newspaper articles…everything! On his tenth birthday he received a book titled, “How to build a rocket”. He starts to experiment in his backyard. Many of his classmates do not share his passion, thinking he is strange, but some of his friends are interested in his idea. They spend hours discussing why certain experiments went wrong and develop plans on how to improve the set-up.  His parents recognise his great technical talent and skills but assume his passion is a phase, and although they want their son to become a lawyer, they support his ideas financially-which is not a problem as they are quite wealthy. 





On his last day at high school he breaks the news to his parents that instead law, he and his best friend, Andreas, are going to study technical physics.  


Herbert´s father is beside himself! “What do you want do study physics for?” he asks his son, “There is nothing left to be discovered!” Herbert smiles at his father and says, “I told you – I want to build a rocket which can fly to the moon ….” 














At the university Herbert´s and Andreas´ talents are soon discovered by Professor Schubert, a specialist in the area of rocket-research. Both become members of Schubert´s research team. Their careers seem to work out fine until…





From one day to the other the political situation in the country changes: a new regime is in power. The new government makes it very clear that in the future not everybody will be welcomed into the country. People who do not agree with the regime´s policies; first, second, even third generation citizens are forced to flee, that is, if they can afford to. 





Professor Schubert is one of those forced to flee. Herbert and Andreas fear without Schubert, the research group will fall apart. Together they spend long evenings discussing their future, whether they should remain or leave the country. 





Meanwhile, they hear rumours that the new regime has established prison camps for those “undesirables” who have not left yet. As with everything, information is scarce and nobody really knows what is going on. Some sources speak of torture, others from gas-chambers. Many people do not believe the stories about the camps or prefer not to see the problem - after all the new government has given them jobs and improved the country’s economy.





 One day a government-official approaches Herbert and Andreas offering them the opportunity    to run their own research group. The officer tells them that the country’s new leader is impressed by their plans to build a rocket that will fly to the moon. He promises substantial funding and explains, the new government is extremely interested in their research. He offers the position of team-leader to Herbert and the position of his assistant to Andreas.











Story continued…





 Herbert decides to accept the job-offer and successfully convinces Andreas that despite the flaws of the new government, the offer presented to them is an opportunity to realise their dream-the rocket to the moon!





The two researchers work day and night building rockets that will successfully launch into space. Trial after trial, their experiments fail. 





A government official tells them, “The country’s leader is getting impatient about your little success. The country is on the brink of war. We need your rockets to carry explosives to the enemies´ cities!” 


“But then you are going to kill innocent civilians!” Andreas exclaims. 


The official smiles, “Well, that´s what it’s all about….” 


Herbert, who had never imagined his rockets would be used to harm anyone, asks, “But what about the moon? When will we build rockets to fly to the moon?” 


“Later, later!” promises the official. 











Story continued…


Andreas leaves the country – Herbert stays on. 


The regime wants more and more impressive results. Production has to increase. Prisoners from concentration camps are used as slaves for the project. By that time he has given up inhibitions concerning people's lives and "the idea" dominates his perception of the world! He realises, for his project to be a success, he must try his experiment on human subjects. Herbert has become a part of the man-torturing machine he once despised! 


He tries to make the best out of it by ignoring the ugly facts, in favour of his work and his dream. The government wants to see successes and eventually his rockets fly. The government demands higher productivity. Prisoners from concentration-camps are used as labourers. They do not get enough food, most are weak and sick, and many die because of the hardships they have endured.


 


Herbert now sees these people as “non-human test-material”. He receives a government permit to use prisoners as test-persons for his rocket research. Many of the experiments end unsuccessfully, the “participants” dying as a result.





After the war Herbert continues with his research and makes great progress. Finally he and his team manage to build a rocket suitable for moon travel. The rocket carries men with them – a fact only made possible by the experiments using live humans!





Nowadays space-shuttles travel to and from space on an almost regular basis. Have you ever thought about the price which had to be paid to make this old dream of mankind possible?
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