Title: Peter’s Tree Dilemma
Curriculum: Biology (botany and ecosystems); Philosophy (placing value on living beings)
This is a story about life and death. In this case, the life in question is a tree’s-planted to celebrate the birth of a child, and cut down to make room for a campervan.  All life has value and therefore must be protected, but the basic question is-do we designate different values to different life forms? If so, why? 

Imagine you are Peter:
· How would you try to convince your parents to let the fir-tree live?

· Explain your answer!



Imagine you are Peter’s mother or father:

· How would you try to convince your obviously desperate son that the tree has to go?

· Explain your answer!




What do you think?

· If you were Peter, would you cut the tree yourself?

· Why do people tend to treat plants as though they were not living beings, killing them easier than other sentient beings such as humans?

· Does materialistic wants, such as those expressed by Peter’s parents, justify killing a living being, even if it does not scream, move, or cry? 

· Explain your responses!



When Peter was born, his parents received a little tree as a gift- a baby fir. They planted the tree in the front garden in celebration of their first-born child. Friends and family remarked that this tree would accompany Peter throughout his life and that where the tree stood, would be his home. 


Peter forged a bond with the tree, proud that he should “own” his own tree. You could even call the attachment, a spiritual bond. As the Peter grew so did the tree; Peter growing to 6 feet in height, while his tree, which beat him by far, reached a height of 25 metres. 


Over the years the seemingly unmovable tree supported and protected Peter and his family: it protected the house from strong winds and rainstorms; filtered the dust from the air, cleaning the air they breathed; absorbed carbon-dioxide, replacing it with oxygen; its’ roots stabilising the soil and preventing erosion. On winter nights, the strong winds would move the branches, creating a spooky sound. The strong fragrance released after the rain, and the reddish-brown bark of the fir were familiar and lovingly appreciated by Peter. The dense branches offered a perfect hideout for Racki, the dog, and Max, the turtle. Peter’s connection with the tree sparked a great reverence for nature and life, further stimulated by hiking and climbing in the mountains. 


Of course, the circumstances of Peter’s family changed too over the years. The children had grown and married, leaving Peter’s parents and grandfather in the family home. For years his parents dreamed of buying a campervan, allowing them to travel now they retired. Having spent some weeks browsing through brochures and campervan dealers, Peter’s parents make a decision. A campervan is bought and Peter’s father proudly parks it in the front garden. 


BUT the campervan is too long, protruding into the narrow street by a few centimetres. This could potentially by hazardous for the passing cars and cyclists. There seems to be only one solution-the tree has to go! The spot where the tree is now is perfect for a new carport. 


They call Peter, informing him about their decision to pay professional loggers come in the following Saturday and fell the tree. 


Peter cannot believe his ears! His parents, who have planted this tree some thirty years ago for him, are now willing to have it cut down without hesitation! For a campervan! He cannot understand how and why anyone would fell a healthy, beautiful tree! He tells them that he is hurt and that, is they proceed with their plans, they must be aware that they will “uproot” him too. 





Interruption 1-Dilemma 1








Story Continued…


Peter suggests to his parents that the change the direction of the proposed driveway, so it can branch off around the tree. Another solution he proposes is to rent a garage nearby, where they could park the campervan when it’s not in use. 
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Story Continued…


Peter’s parents decide to go ahead with their plans but feel they should involve Peter with the decision-making process. They suggest to Peter, that if he is uncomfortable having strangers fell his beloved tree then, with his mountaineering experience, he could climb the tree himself and fell it piece by piece.


Finally, Peter struggles with an uncomfortable notion: whether to leave the felling to strangers or do it himself. As a last attempt he asks: 


“Have you ever thought about the fact that this tree is also a living being?”
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